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LETTEE OF MAJOR GEN. NATHANAEL GREENE TO 
DR. JOHN MORGAN, 1779. 

CONTRIBUTED BY J. TREVETT PIKE. 

[The following is a copy of an interesting letter of Gen. Greene in 
reply to one of Dr. Morgan, who had requested a certificate respecting 
his "conduct as Director General, and also of the state of the General 
Hospitals in the campaigns of 1775 and 76." The original is in the 
collection of Mr. J. Trevett Pike, of New York City.] 

Philadelphia, 

January 10, 1779 
"Sir:— 

I have received your several letters requesting a 
certificate respecting your conduct as Director Gen'l. 
and also of the State of the General Hospitals in the 
campaigns of 1775 & 76. 

This address was not a little surprising and unex- 
pected as you in your publication in 77 seem to hold me 
up in the light of an accuser. However as you have 
thought proper to make the application I shall not re- 
fuse a compliance. 

The Hospitals that were in the neighborhood of Bos- 
ton, I was very little acquainted with. I was remote 
from them and on an advanced Post, within cannon shot 
of the Enemy, which prevented my visiting them very 
often. I think I never was at them more than once or 
twice and therefore cannot pretend to judge of the 
care and attention that were paid to the sick or of the 
economy of the Hospitals, established in them. But as 
there were but few complaints against the Hospital De- 
partment, while the Army lay before Boston, I imagine 
there was no want of care or economy. It is true there 
was some murmuring among the soldiers about going 
into the General Hospitals and there was some clamor 
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among the Regiment at Surgeons respecting the insti- 
tution, but they were not considerable. When the Army 
moved to York, the scene Changed. It had been hastily 
drawn together, a great part of it was composed of 
Militia of the country who not being acquainted with 
that mode of living to which they were there subjected 
and exposed to severe duty at the same time, soon 
grew sickly. In this state of things complaints were 
multiplied and the sick in many instances suffered not 
a little. From the clamors that began to rage and from 
a desire to contribute all that lay in my power to the 
comfort and accommodation of the sick, I selected you 
to establish an Hospital on Long Island for the benefit 
of the Troops of which I had the command. This Hos- 
pital I visited almost every day and can speak with 
great certainty from my own observation that the sick 
in it were well accommodated and provided for, and 
that your directions given to Doctor Warren (as far as 
I was a judge) appeared to be well calculated to pro- 
mote good government and proper economy. 

You may remember I called upon you while I had 
the command on Long Island for the plan of the Gen- 
eral Hospital. This I did as well to satisfy myself of 
your proper line of duty, as to convince the Command- 
ing Officers of Regiments that you had not such ex- 
tensive powers as they seemed to conceive of. 

It was from reading the Hospital establishment and 
finding you limited in your powers and seeing the dis- 
tresses of the Regimental sick, without the possibility 
of a remedy, that I was induced to write to the G-eneral 
of the absolute necessity of some further provision 
being made for the Regimental Surgeons and the Hos- 
pitals under their care. 

I do not recollect at this distance of time, that there 
were any complaints of the sick suffering much in the 
General Hospitals. The complaints and sufferings of 
the sick were principally among the Regimental Hos- 
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pitals for want of medicine and other necessaries suti- 
able for their situation and condition. And here I shall 
just observe that the sufferings of the sick, must have 
been much greater than they were, had it not been for 
the Plan of furnishing the Eegimental sick with money 
to the amount of the value of their rations, to enable 
those who had the care of them to provide such articles 
as their several cases required. I remember great com- 
plaints were brought against you for withholding medi- 
cine from the Eegimental Surgeons. It was said you 
pleaded in justification of yourself that you were not 
authorized to do it as Director General, neither were 
your stores equal to the demands made upon you, and 
tbat if you had issued agreeable to the applications, 
that had been made the General Hospital must have 
been without a proper assistant of medicine. 

However, just your remarks they were unsatisfac- 
tory to the Army and gave rise to a great deal of 
censure and furnished a handle to insinuate that you 
were content so the sick did but die by rule. 

It was about this time that I wrote to Congress from 
Fort Lee urging them, the necessity of enlarging your 
powers, as well as to give you an opportunity to silence 
the clamor against you, as to do justice to the service. 
I confess I felt the greatest anxiety upon the occasion, 
not altogether on account of the sufferings of the pres- 
ent sick but for fear of the disagreeable effects it might 
have upon the recruiting service. 

On this account I could have wished you to have 
departed from the plan of the Hospital, and to have 
rested the justification of your conduct on the necessity 
of the case and the call of humanity that seemed to 
demand the measure. 

From the little opportunity I had to observe your 
conduct, I believe there was no want of assiduity or 
attention to your business. But with respect to the 
instructions given to the Surgeons of the Hospitals or 
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the management or economy observed in them, I am too 
little acquainted with the subject to give any opinion 
upon the matter. 

With respect to the clamours of the Regimental Sur- 
geons against you, I believe they originated rather in 
the Institution than from any personal ill treatment : as 
they made a confession to this import before a Board 
of General Officers that were directed by his Excellency 
to inquire into the matter at New York. 

I have not time to go more largely into the subject 
but I believe the state of the Quarter Masters depart- 
ment in some part of the Campaign of '76 — contributed 
not alittle to the distress of yours — I have heard it 
frequently said you were very industrious in collecting 
stores at Boston and I have heard General Knox re- 
peatedly say you were diligent in saving them on the 
retreat from York Island, and that you exposed your- 
self not a little in the business. 
I am Sir 

Your most humble servant 

N. Greene 
Doctor John Morgan 



